2 Coal production inthe Castle
Valley region and at locations

4 across Utah dropped for the
* third straight year to 21.8 mil-

lion short tons in 2004, the
[c')west level reported statewide
since 1993.

Temporary closures at the
local Skyline and Emery mines
played a major role in the de-
creased production level.

" Reduced mining activities
at different coal operations
due to labor problems, difficult
tmnmg conditions and multiple
tongwall shifts with related
development work also contrib-
uted to the drop in last year’s
production, indicates the latest
cpal report compiled by Utah
Geological Survey.

- Consequently, the distribu-
tion of Utah coal dipped to 22.8
million short tons in 2004 and
several industrial consumers
had to look outside the state to
supply needs.

The situation increased the
amount of coal imported into
Utah to 3.2 million short tons
for a new record high, noted the
2004 report.

In addition, the number of
coal-related employees working
at mines in the Carbon-Emery
area and at locations statewide
dropped to 1,523, the lowest
level experienced in more than
25 years.

Last year, coal mining pro-
ductivity dropped to the lowest
level posted statewide since
1997.

The only positive highlight
encountered by the coal industry
durmg 2004 was the fact that
prices increased to an average
0f $17.70 per short ton, up from
§16. 64 in 2003, indicated the
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The 2003 figure represented
the lowest coal price in nominal
dollars recorded in the last 30
years.

Fortunately, 2005 should
mark the beginning of a sig-
nificant resurgence in the coal
industry in Castle Valley and at
locations across Utah, predicted
the analsysis.

Operators expect total coal
production to climb to 24.4 mil-
lion short tons in 2005 and in-
crease to 27.5 million short tons
in 2006, which would set a state
production record, explained the
UGS 2004 analysis report.

The increase will result from
the reopening of the Skyline and
Emery mines and other opera-
tions are expected to ramp up
production.

Coal-related employment in
2005 is projected to increase by
236 peopleto atotal of 1759 em-
ployees and the average price of
Utah coal is expected to'increase
to $18.98 per short torn. ‘

Production increases in 2005
will also lead to an increase in
Utah coal distribution, expected
to total 25.7 million short tons,
and result in an associated de-
crease in imports ;

Production and employmient
levels could increase even fur-
ther in the near future if the
proposed Lila Canyon and Co-
lumbia mines in the Book Cliffs
field start operation.

Lila Canyon mine could start
operating in 2006, while the re-

opening of the Columbia mine -

is slated for 2007, forecast the
UGS report,
Operators planning to open

the two mines in the Castle
Valley region hope to produce -/

2.0 to 5.0 million short tons per
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AIMEE LAURITSEMN - SUN ADVOCATE

Larry Launtsen endeavors to pick his apples before the cold weather
sets in. M. local residents are trying to get tomatoes, apples,
plums and=Gther growing fruit and vegetables out of the garden
before the inevitable happens.
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“plaintiffs’ unsupported al-
legations of pretext are in-
sufficient for us to ignore the
numerous legitimate reasons
for the transaction,” noted
the independent public policy
organization.

In several respects, the
court’s analysis tracked the
arguments the Utah Taxpay-
ers Association, the Suther-
land Institute and the Utah

serious questwns under the'
United States Constitution.
Plaintiffs have no rights 6f
free speech on the church’st
prlvate property. To hold oth-'
erwise would violate the prix
vate property rights, the free
speech rights and the freedom:
of religion the United States
Constitution secures for thev
church and all U.S. CltlZCl}S,T
argued the amicus brief.

UGS compiles
2004 coal data

(Continued from page 14
year at full capacity. Eac
of the local mining operations
expect to employ roughly 200
to 250 workers.

The number of active coal
mines in Utah decreased from
14 to 13 as Whisky Creek

‘closed operations. The num-
‘ber of employees working in

the mining industry decreased
slightly from 1,583 to 1,523.
In last year’s report, the fate
of the Skyline mine was un-
certain, causing concern over
reduced production and em-

- ployment. However, as Skyline
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TRICK OR TREAT FOR FOOD -
Gollege of Eastern Ofah Students will be
Hawting local neighborhoods -

Mondey October 31sk
from 4-6.00 p.m.
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by To ask for a o food W\
% which will be donated €0 the
'@ﬁ Garbon Gounty Food Bank

mine dropped employees, the
Emery mine was mcreasmg
operations, resulting in onlysa
modest overall decline of 60
employees between 2003 aﬁd
2004,

Coal-related employment
totals are projected to increase
by 236 workers in 2005 due to
the reopening of the Skyling
mine and continued hiring
at the Emery mine. Employ-
ment totals could increase hy
another 200 to 300 people
2006 and 2007 if the propos
Lila Canyon and Columbi&
mines come online.
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